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Acknowledgement of Country

The National Motor Museum sits
of Peramangk Lands. We
acknowledge them and pay our
respect to their elders; past,
present and future.

The Galleries
The museum has three
core galleries full of
motoring treasures and
stories.

Getting the lay of the land

Transportation
Your bus will drop off and pick up
at the visitors’ entrance and car
park. Line up outside and our
VEOs will direct you to our
Education Centre.

THE MUSEUM



The museum is very big, with lots of galleries. Be sure
to stick with your group so as to not get lost.

EXPECTATIONS
The Museum is open to the
public. All visitors should be
respectful of others visiting the
museum. 

If you have questions, feel free to ask the Visitor
Engagement Officers and they will be happy to help.

Visitors are asked to keep noise to a minimum and be
respectful of other visitors and staff.
While in the museum, we walk calmly and do not run.
We expect all visitors to share viewing spaces
respectfully without pushing in front of others.
Food and drink are not permitted in the galleries.
The items on display are very precious and we ask
visitors never to touch them unless there is signage or a
staff member allowing you to do so.
To get the most out of your experience, read the signs
and labels to find out more about objects on display.



THE BASICS

Getting to know the
fundamentals 

T H E  C A R T H E  C U L T U R E

The technology that
opened up Australia

Get your head into gear before you visit

T H E  C O N T E X T

Explore the lore that keeps
people coming back



1991 Holden VQ Caprice
Armoured Car

1962 Chrysler Valiant S

1919 Lincoln Tourer

THE CAR



1991 Holden VQ Caprice
Armoured Car

1962 Chrysler Valiant S

THE CAR
Every car has the same
fundamentals
Do you know what those are?

1919 Lincoln Tourer
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Name the parts: easy to hard
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Number Plate

Headlights
Wheel

Door

Windscreen
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Ready for the answers?

Roof

Grill
Bumper

Boot
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Name the parts: easy to hard

Ready for the answers?

Hubcap

Chassis

Fender

Bonnet



THE CAR: UNDER THE HOOD Cars have many components
under the hood, including engines,
batteries, cooling systems and
fluid reservoirs. The internal design
can vary greatly between diesel,
petrol, hybrid and electric.

Challenge: Do you know how to
replace the washer fluid in a
car? Look up a Toyota Rav4 and
find out where you refill the
reservoir and what liquid is
recommended to be used.
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THE CONTEXT
Connecting this great southern land By 1939, around one in five South

Australian families had a car.

True or false?



THE CONTEXT
Connecting this great southern land By 1939, around one in five South

Australian families had a car.

True or false?

false!This is...
It was actually one in four. Due to the
prosperity of South Australians, alongside
factors like the limited rail network and
challenging landscape, South Australia
was the fastest to adopt car ownership.
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THE CONTEXT
Connecting this great southern land The first trip by motor car between

Adelaide and Darwin took place in 1908. 

True or false?

true!This is...
The trip was almost entirely off road and
was undertaked by Murray Aunger and
Harry Dutton in a Talbot car. You’ll see the
Talbot car in the museum!



THE CONTEXT
Connecting this great southern land

At 7,688,287 km , Australia is the sixth
largest country in the world. Its cities are
connected internally with many
highways, freeways and roads. The
Highway 1 loop circles the island, and
has been completed in less than one
week!
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THE CONTEXT
Connecting this great southern land

However, that infrastructure hasn’t always been
there, and cars are a relatively recent
development in our country’s history.

When British colonisers established
settlements in Sydney, and later in Hobart,
Brisbane and beyond, there were no European-
style roads, but there were well-established
Aboriginal pathways and trade routes. Some of
these influenced the routes of colonial roads.



THE CONTEXT
Research Challenge
Research Challenge #1: 
The Aboriginal peoples of Australia had
lived and travelled on this land for
thousands of years before colonisation. 

What major travel routes did they
take across the land?
Who was sent?
How did they prepare for such a
journey?

Research Challenge #2: 
What was the first major road built to
connect two colonial cities in Australia? 

How long did the process take?
Who was the road intended to be
used by? 
Does it still exist?
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THE CULTURE
As long as there have been cars, there have been enthusiasts. 
From particular car models
and historical eras to country-
specific vehicle styles and
aesthetics, there is an endless
variety of car subcultures.



THE CULTURE

Muscle Car Culture

JDM Car Culture Off-Road Car CultureTall Car Culture

Classic Car Culture Thrifty Car Culture

Are these car subculture movements real or fake?
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THE CULTURE

Muscle Car Culture

JDM Car Culture Off-Road Car CultureTall Car Culture

Classic Car Culture Thrifty Car Culture

Are these car subculture movements real or fake? Ready for the answers?



THE CULTURE
Did you know that the RAA Bay to Birdwood
is a classic car rally where thousands of
South Australians and automotive
enthusiasts from across the country gather
to celebrate automotive history? 
Its final destination is the
National Motor Museum.



THE CULTURE
Challenge: Pick your favourite car, and/or
motoring activity and imagine you are creating a
club, celebrating that car or activity. 
Design a poster, in which
you invite others to join you
in your new club and
highlight what you would
do at meet-ups.



The Car
Getting to know the
fundamentals 

The Culture
Explore the lore that keeps
people coming back

The Context
The technology that opened up
Australia

Looks like it’s time to visit.
Don’t forget to look out for more information to
help you learn about:



You’re all set.
See you soon!
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