
Talking to an older person
This is a picture of my older person:
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WE CAN LEARN ABOUT THE PAST by
talking to an older person

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Talking to an older person
Who are some of the older
people in your life?

What would you like to learn about your older person’s past? 

Draw a picture of one of them:

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

1.

Write two or three questions that would help you get this information.

2._____________________________________________
______________________________________________
3._____________________________________________
______________________________________________
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Talking to an older person
Older person’s name: _________________________________

Date of conversation: _________________________________

_________________________________________________
Question 1: ________________________________________

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Answer: ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________
Question 2: ________________________________________

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Answer: ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________
Question 3: ________________________________________

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Answer: ___________________________________________
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Talking to an older person
Who did you talk to?

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

People?

Did your older person tell you about any special...

What do you think their life in the past looked like? Draw a picture.

___________________________________________________

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Places?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Events?
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Talking to an older person
Draw a picture of some things in your older person’s past that you would
like to learn more about, such as:
 

their childhood home
hobbies
pets
school
friends
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Talking to an older person

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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Talking to an older person
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On the internet, I like to...At the library, I like to...

Visiting the library and using the internet

After talking to my older person, I’d like to learn more about...
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Key words are carefully chosen
words that help you find
information on the library
catalogue or the internet.

Three things I can do on the
internet:

Three things I can do at the
library:

Visiting the library and using the internet

Brainstorm some key words you could use to find out more about your
older person’s life in the past.

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

Wharf
Boat

Port Adelaide
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Visiting the library and using the internet

Using a book or the internet draw a picture from the past.
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Visiting the library and using the internet

Using a book or the internet draw a picture from the past.

Write three things you learnt about the past from a book or the internet.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

1.

2.

3.
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_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

What kinds of sources did you
use at the library? (for example:
book, magazine, website)

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

What did you learn?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

What does that tell you about your older person’s life in the past?

Visiting the library and using the internet

A source is something
that gives us information.
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Visiting the library and using the internet

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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Visiting the library and using the internet
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Find and circle :

a baby

Looking at old photos

Migration Museum Photographic Collection

a suitcase

a gangway

a child

a porthole

a rope

a hat

a lifebuoy

a lifeboat
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___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

2. What do you think is happening in the photo?

3. Write one question you have about the photo.

What can you see in the photo?1.

Migration Museum Photographic Collection

4. Where could you find an old photo that might help you learn more about your older
person’s life in the past?

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Looking at old photos
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Find an old photo that shows a place or thing from your older person’s
past. Make a copy and stick it below.

Take a photo of that same place or thing today and stick it below. 

What is the same? What has changed?

NOW

THEN

Looking at old photos
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Find an old photo that shows a person, place or thing from your older
person’s past. Make a copy and stick it below.

What does this photo tell you about life in the past for your older person?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Looking at old photos
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___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Looking at old photos

WE CAN LEARN ABOUT THE
PAST from old photos

education.history.sa.gov.au

https://education.history.sa.gov.au/experience/museum-in-a-box/


Looking at old photos
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Visiting the Museum
Imagine your older person has placed some belongings from their
past in a museum. What do you think they would be? Draw them
in the scene below.
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Visiting the Museum
Write the names of the belongings you placed in the museum picture
and describe why they were special to your older person.  

____________________________________________
Belonging 1: 

Why it was special to my older person:

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________
Belonging 2: 

Why it was special to my older person:

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

____________________________________________
Belonging 3: 

Why it was special to my older person:

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Draw a picture of something interesting in the museum. 

Visiting the Museum

What have you learnt about life in the past in the museum?

___________________________________________________

Which museum have you visited?

WE CAN LEARN ABOUT THE PAST
by visiting a museum 

education.history.sa.gov.au

https://education.history.sa.gov.au/experience/museum-in-a-box/


Draw a picture of something interesting in the museum. 

Visiting the Museum
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_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Visiting the Museum
Write a story about the interesting object you drew in the museum. It
could be about:

how it was made
something that happened to it
how it got to the museum
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___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Visiting the Museum
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Visiting the Museum
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Draw a picture of your older person in a place that was special to
them in the past.

Visiting a Special Place
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Visiting a Special Place
What is a place that was special to your older person in the past?

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Draw a picture of your older person in that special place.

If you could visit that place, what would you do there? 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

WE CAN LEARN ABOUT THE PAST by
visiting a special place

education.history.sa.gov.au

https://education.history.sa.gov.au/experience/museum-in-a-box/


Here is a drawing or photo of the special place I have visited:

Visiting a Special Place
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Can you see any old things or things that might be from the past in the
place you have visited? Draw pictures of them below.

Visiting a Special Place
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Visiting a Special Place
What is the place you have visited?

____________________________________________________

What can you see?

What are two ways that the place might have been different in the past?

________________________________________________
_______________________________________________

1.

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

2.

What can you hear?

What can you feel or smell?
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Did you learn anything about the past? 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Visiting a Special Place
Where did you visit?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

What did it feel like to be there?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Did it help you understand your older person better? How?

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Visiting a Special Place
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Visiting a Special Place
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Don’t forget to share what you’ve learnt
with your older person!
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